Lake Soundings
The Gilmore Lake Association Newsletter - Fall 2019
Thinking About Rebuilding,
Remodeling or Expanding?
Factor Shoreline Zoning Ordinances into Plans
Winter is often a time for reflection and planning.
Thinking about remodeling, expanding or rebuilding
a cabin, boat house or shed next spring? Property
owners are subject to state and county zoning laws
designed to protect natural resources and scenic
beauty.

Fall & Winter Fun for Everyone

Below is a brief overview of shoreland zoning requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code
NR 115. If there is a specific standard in NR 115, no
county standard can be more restrictive. If a matter
is not regulated by NR 115, the county may have
additional restrictions.

Storing boats and rolling back docks does not mean
the end of fun on Gilmore Lake. With brilliant fall
colors and gleaming white snow come new
seasons of seemingly endless activities at the Lake
and around Washburn County.
There’s something for everyone, whether it’s
hitting the trails on skis, snowshoes, fat tire bikes or
snowmobiles; curling up with a good book by a fire;
enjoying conversation at a coffee shop or brewpub
or ice fishing with family and friends.

Lot Size. Development is allowed only on waterfront parcels with a minimum average width of 100
feet and minimum area of 20,000 square feet.
Setbacks. New structures must be at least 75 feet
back from the OWHM. This includes patios, decks,
cement slabs, fire pits and retaining walls. Exceptions include boathouses and stairs/walkways.

In Minong, there is an 8K classic cross-country ski
and snowshoe trailhead just west of highway 53 at
Lakeside Road.
...Continued on page 3
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Gilmore Lake Association Board

President’s Message

Officers:
President: Fran McCloskey
franmccloskey@yahoo.com

Dear Lake Neighbors:
The fall ritual of pulling our boats from the lake for winter storage
prompts a seasonal question: What’s wrong with our boat landing?

Secretary: Dick Johnson
richard.johnson@cctwincities.org

There’s a precipitous drop-off at the end of the boat landing’s
concrete ramp. If a boat trailer backs off the ramp, the wheels will
fall into a hole, dropping the trailer frame on the ramp. This is
especially problematic when lake levels are low.
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The problem is a scour hole, which is created by folks who illegally
power their boats onto trailers with the prop down. Powerful outboard motors can displace even large rocks, creating a potentially
dangerous drop-off. While illegal in Wisconsin, power loading is
difficult to enforce.
Gilmore landing is owned by the town but the GLA maintains it.
We’ve spent more than $1,000 and invested tremendous physical
labor to twice fill the scour hole — first with large trap rock and later
with even larger glacial rock. Each effort lasted only two seasons.
Please no power loading — cut your engine and drift onto the trailer.
Remind others who may be unaware of the damage cause by reckless loading. If you have a potential long-term solution to the scour
hole problem, we’d love to hear from you.
On a brighter note, Gilmore Lake was stocked with 2,000 extended
growth (6-10”) walleyes in September. These larger size walleyes
are commonly stocked in Wisconsin lakes to minimize predation by
largemouth bass and northern pike. The stocking is the fourth boost
to the Gilmore walleye population since 2012.
This issue contains many ideas for winter fun at the lake. We wish
you a wonderful holiday season.
Fran McCloskey, President
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Fall & Winter Fun continued from page 1...
Upcoming Events

There’s also the Jack Link’s Aquatic & Activity Center,
which offers swimming, basketball and volleyball
leagues, tumbling, dance and art classes. If you are
willing a travel a bit further, consider:
•

•
•

•

•

November 30 & December 31 - A “Lure” of Lights
• Downtown Hayward. A “Lure” of Lights strives
to create family-centered events, parades, light
shows and contests. https://www.alureoflights.
com/.

Sledding and snow tubing at the Heartwood
Conference Center & Retreat, about 10 miles
west of Minong off highway 77. There’s a small
activity fee, but snow tubes are available. In addition, explore this 700-acre winter wonderland
on fat tire bikes, cross country skis (groomed
classic and skate ski trails) and snowshoe trails.

January 15 – NABA Ice Fishing Event
• Northland Area Builders Association’s Annual
Ice Fishing Event on Nelson Lake. https://www.
travelwisconsin.com/events/ice-fishing/naba-icefishing-event-156487

Hiking along the 13 miles of snowshoe trails at
the Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary near Sarona.

February 8 – Hayward Lions Pre-Birkie
• Qualifying race for the Birke and Kortelopet.
Hayward. http://haywardlions.com/pre-birkie/

Riding back in time on the Wisconsin Great
Northern Railroad in Spooner, America’s only
moving bed and breakfast dinner train.

February 16 – Hook & Line Family Ice Fishing Event
• 8:00am-2:00pm on Lac Courte Oreilles. Register
at public boat landing off Hwy K.
Sponsor: Walleyes for Northwest Wisconsin

Exploring the deep woods on a snowmobile over
Washburn County’s 240 miles of groomed snowmobile trails, which connect to northwest Wisconsin’s vast trail system.

February 20-22 – American Birkebeiner CrossCountry Ski Event
• North America’s largest and most prestigious
cross-country ski marathon. Hayward. https://
www.birkie.com/.

Relaxing at a coffee shop or sampling the latest
brew at the Angry Minnow Restaurant & Brewery
at 10440 Florida Avenue, Hayward, or the Round
Man Brewing Company at 234 Walnut Street,
Spooner.

March 9 – Fat Bike Birkie
• An open-class bike race on the Birkie trail, Cable.
Three events: The Big Fat 47K, The Half Fat 21K,
and the un-timed Fun Fat 10K Tour. https://www.
birkie.com/bike/events/fat-bike-birkie/

These and many other fall and winter activities can
be found on Travel Wisconsin (https://www.travelwisconsin.com) and local chamber of commerce
websites.
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Zoning from page 1...

Nonconforming Structures. Property owners may
repair, replace, remodel or rebuild any nonconforming structure within the 75-foot setback provided the
building footprint is not expanded. These structures
may also be vertically expanded up to 35 feet.

Gazebos and other open-sided structures must be
set back a minimum of 35 feet from the shoreline.
Vegetation. Removal of trees and shrubs is prohibited on land extending 35 feet inland from the
OHWM, except to create a viewing corridor that is
35 feet wide for every 100 feet of total shoreline.

Nonconforming principal structures (homes, cabins)
may be expanded if the expansion area is beyond the
required 75-foot setback. No mitigation is required
unless necessary for increased impervious surface
standards. These structures may be expanded laterally up to 200 square feet over the life of the structure
if it is at least 35 feet from the OHWM. Mitigation is
required for lateral expansion.

Filling and Grading. No filling or grading is allowed
in the shoreland buffer. Beyond that, some filling is
allowed with a permit.
Impervious Surfaces. Generally, no more than 15%
of a single lot may be covered by impervious surfaces, such as rooftops, nonpublic roads and driveways.
These surfaces prevent water from soaking into the
ground, thereby increasing runoff that may carry
fertilizers, pesticides and other pollutants to lakes
and streams. Studies have found links between
increases in impervious surfaces and declining fish
populations.
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Contact the County
This a very brief overview of shoreland zoning laws.
Contact the Washburn County zoning office (715-4684690) during the development of plans with specific
questions, as well as to get information about soil
testing and required permits.
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P.O. Box 188
Minong, Wisconsin 54859

Gilmore Lake Association
The Gilmore Lake Association is committed to protecting our lake and your investments through the
proactive management of Eurasian Water Milfoil and monitoring water quality in our lake. By joining the
Association, your dues help support this work. Fill out the form below and mail it, along with your $25 check
or money order to:
			Gilmore Lake Association
			P.O. Box 188
			Minong WI 54859
PLEASE SIGN ME UP! 2020 MEMBERSHIP IN THE GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION
Name: 						

Lake Address: 			

Mailing Address: 							

		

						

City: 							

State: 					

Lake Phone: 						

Home Phone: 				

Cell Phone: 						

e-mail address: 				

Amount enclosed: 			

( ) $25 Membership			
8

Zip:		

( ) Donation: 		

		

