Lake Soundings
The Gilmore Lake Association Newsletter - Spring 2018
President’s Message
Dear Lake Neighbors,
Summer is finally here! As we put out the toys of
summer and begin a new lake season, I’m happy to
report that our lake is as healthy and beautiful as
ever. Obviously, this doesn’t happen by accident.
Gilmore Lake neighbors have demonstrated a great
sense of stewardship and responsibility for many
years, and we have current and past generations to
thank for this. Please carry on this tradition by
respecting the lake, its wildlife, and your neighbors.

“Anything Goes” is the theme of this year’s annual boat
parade at 1:00pm on Sunday, July 1. The theme could be
a reference to the 1934 Cole Porter musical by the same
name or simply mean boaters are free to be creative.

I hope to see all of you at the Annual Meeting of the
Lake Association on June 30 at 10:00am. We will be
electing two board members for three-year terms.
John Ney is running for re-election. Due to the
resignation earlier this year of Mark Simonett, we

State of the Lake: Good
Water Quality Remains High While Aquatic
Invasive Species Kept in Check

...Continued on page 3

Gilmore to Stock Walleyes this Fall

The water quality and general health of Gilmore Lake
is good and proactive association programs are in
place to keep it that way.

The walleye population will get another boost this
fall with the stocking of approximately 1,300 six- to
eight-inch walleyes.

Water Quality and Clarity
“The water quality is as good as it was 25 years ago,
and that’s pretty darn good,” said John Ney, Ph.D.,
a Gilmore Lake Association (GLA) Board member
and a retired professor of fisheries ecology.

“We think it’s a good thing to help restore the
walleye population and diversify the fishing in lake,”
said John Ney, Gilmore Lake’s “walleye czar” who
has a doctorate in fisheries management from the

...Continued on page 5
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Mark Your Calendars!
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June 30, 2018 -- Gilmore Lake Association
Annual Meeting & Picnic at 10:00am.
July 1, 2018 -- Annual Boat Parade at 1:oopm.
This year’s theme is “Anything Goes.”
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Gilmore Lake Association Board
Officers:
President: Fran McCloskey
franmccloskey@yahoo.com
Secretary: Dick Johnson
richard.johnson@cctwincities.org
Treasurer: Bill Huelsman
bill@bergmanagement.com
Directors:
Daryl Iverson
iversondj@hotmail.com

Volunteers Needed to Maintain and
Protect Gilmore Lake Quality of Life
GLA Board Member and Help with Milfoil Monitoring Sought
The Gilmore Lake Association is seeking volunteers to share their
time and talents to help protect the lake and enhance our
community. Although there are numerous opportunities, both large
and small, to support the quality of life on Gilmore Lake, the GLA is
particularly interested in finding volunteers for two important positions:
•

Member of the GLA Board of Directors. The GLA is looking to
fill an open Board seat at its June 30 annual meeting. The Board
is responsible for prioritizing water quality and other issues
important to Gilmore Lake property owners, as well as raising
and managing funds to support needed programs. Directors
should expect to commit 10-15 hours annually to Board
responsibilities, which include three meetings.

•

Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) monitor. Keeping EWM in check
is critical to maintaining the quality of Gilmore Lake for everyone. No experience necessary. Volunteers will be instructed
how to identify EWM. Monitoring is typically done from a boat,
canoe or kayak.

John Ney
jney@vt.edu
Larry Stokes
larrystokes@comcast.net
Committee Chairs:
AIS/Eurasian Milfoil: John Ney
Membership: Fran McCloskey
Fundraising: Larry Stokes
Website: Anna McCloskey
Newsletter: Dave Walsh
dwalshdwalsh@yahoo.com

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Association
President Fran McCloskey at franmccloskey@yahoo.com. Also, be
sure to renew your GLA membership using the form on the last page
of this newsletter.
“Maintaining and protecting this beautiful lake requires our support
through both financial and volunteer time contributions,” said Fran.
“Volunteering can be a rewarding and fun experience.”

MTLC Summer Education Series
The Minong Town Lakes Committee is sponsoring a series of
educational lectures this summer on topics ranging from local
wildlife to fire protection. The presentations are free and open to
the public at 9:00am at the Minong town hall.
The material, information, and
references provided in this newsletter are provided “as is.” While
every effort is made to ensure
accuracy, no warranty, expressed
or implied, is given with respect
to them.
Vol 4 | Issue 1 | June 2018

July 21:

Bringing Wildlife to Your Shoreline. Gary Dunsmoor

July 28:

What’s Going on with Zebra Mussels in the County?
Lisa Burns and Milly Thissen

Aug 4:

How to Protect Your Cabin/Home From Outside Fire
Hazards. Benjamin Garrett

Aug 11:

Wild Rice. John Haack
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President’s Message continued from page 1...
have an open seat to fill. I want to thank Mark for his
expertise, which was very helpful during the flood
in 2016. I would be happy to talk to anyone that is
interested in joining the board. I’ll also be out
recruiting, so if you see me coming...you’ll know
what to do!

ation. Our individual and collective support of local
business is vital to the health of the Minong
community. Please support them by giving them
your business.
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer, and I’m
looking forward to seeing you out on the lake!

You will notice that we have numerous advertisements in this edition of the newsletter. Thanks go
out to Larry Stokes who is a gifted salesman. All of
these businesses want to support our Lake Associ-

Fran McCloskey
President

Walleye Stocking continued from page 1...
University of Minnesota and taught at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University for 30 years.

A DNR survey of the walleye population in Gilmore
Lake is scheduled for next spring when spawning and
cool water temperatures will draw the fish into
shallower water. “We’ll
have an opportunity to
see how our stocking
efforts have paid off.”

The GLA Board approved the purchase of the walleyes from the state DNR for about $2,000. This fall’s
stocking will be fourth such effort since 2012. Fish
stocking is often done every other year to ensure
adequate food supply for the young fish.

In the meantime, John
asks fishermen to report any walleyes they catch this
season. You may drop John a line at jney@vt.edu or
phone him at 715-466-4198.

The larger six- to eight-inch walleyes are more likely
to survive and thrive than fingerling walleyes, which
are generally four to six inches, said John.

State Burning Permits Required
A Wisconsin state permit is required for campfires
or the burning of leaves, brush and other approved
materials on your property. Go to the Wisconsin DNR
site at www.dnr.wi.gov. and click on “burn permits”
to obtain a free DNR annual burning permit. Simply
apply online and print your permit.
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Once a permit is issued, remember to check the fire
restrictions in Washburn County after 11:00 a.m. each
day before burning. Call 1-888-WIS-BURN to get the
latest burning restrictions or visit https://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/ForestFire/restrictions.html.
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Jack Link’s Aquatic and Activity Center Now Open in Minong
Sasquatch sightings may become more common
now that the Jack Link’s Aquatic and Activity Center
has opened to the public in Minong.

•

An indoor pool with an interactive play area designed for toddlers and older children, as well as
three 25-yard lap swim lanes.

Big Foot is the ubiquitous star of advertisements for
Jack Link’s Protein Snacks, the family-owned
international company based on Minong. The Link
family donated $10 million to build the new Center
that has more than 40,000 square feet housing a
wide range of
amenities and
activities, offers
annual memberships
and daily and
monthly passes.

•

A basketball court and indoor track.

•

Cardio and strength equipment.

•

Locker rooms and a dry sauna.

•

Multi-purpose rooms available for rent for meetings and special events (birthday parties, graduations, weddings and concerts).

•

Numerous fitness classes for all ages and levels
of fitness. Offerings include high intensity training to Silver Sneakers classes for members and
visitors age 65 and older.

“We feel so humbled by the support of the Minong
community throughout the years, and we feel
incredibly blessed to help give this community the
resources it deserves,” Jack Link, founder of Jack
Link’s Protein Snacks,
said an interview with the
Spooner Advocate. “My
family and I hope the
Center acts as a place to
gather anytime of the
year, for kids to swim and
learn, and a place for the
whole family to be healthy
and happy.”

...Continued on next page

The Center includes
fitness, recreational and
social spaces, including:
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•

Social/recreational activities, including drop-in
basketball, volleyball and pickle ball.

•

Free high-speed Wi-Fi.

lake with a medium amount of nutrients,” said John.
“It’s perfect because it gives us good water quality for
swimming and can produce good fishing.”
Aquatic Invasive Species Management
The DNR has granted permits for the continued
treatment of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM), which has
established two beds totaling about two acres
(Gilmore is 389 acres) in the southern portion of lake
and numerous small stands in Little Gilmore.

The Jack Link’s Aquatic and Activity Center is
located on 16 acres of land just off highway 77 and
east of Highway 53. Future development ideas for
the property may include an amphitheater, an ATV
drive-in movie theater, walking trails and a disc golf
course.

The lake association has hired Northern Aquatic
Services to treat all evident EWM in June with a
granular aquatic herbicide called 2,4-D. The treatment is highly specific for EWM and not harmful to
other aquatic species, people or their pets.

For more information, including membership and
daily pass prices, check out the Jack Link’s Aquatic
and Activity Center website at https://jlaac.org/.

“State of the Lake” from page 1...

In addition to EWM, boat inspectors are being trained
to identify zebra mussels, which were discovered last
year in Big McKenzie Lake in Burnett County. This
invasive species has a striped, D-shaped shell and is
typically .25 to 1.5 inches long.

Lake volunteers have been recording water quality
data May through September for the past quarter
century, including clarity, temperature, dissolved
oxygen profiles, chlorophyll and total phosphorus
levels.

Zebra mussels reproduce exponentially—one
female can produce more than one million eggs
annually—and attach themselves to hard surfaces,
often encrusting rocks, boat motors and hulls, docks,
swim rafts and ladders. The tiny shellfish can cause
significant recreational, economic and ecological
damage.

Water quality is a function of many factors, including the biological activity that naturally occurs
during the spring and summer. The sun warms the
water and drives plant growth that results in thermal stratification and changes in water chemistry.
In some lakes, the top level of water can become too
warm and choked with algae while lower levels—
below 15 feet—can become too cool and depleted
of oxygen that fish need for survival.

“Education is 90 percent of invasive species
management and prevention,” said John.

“The good news is that Gilmore is a mesotrophic
Important Numbers
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Fire and Police EMERGENCY		

911

Constable Erik Gulbrandsen 		

715-781-8566

Washburn County Sheriff

715-468-4720

Wisconsin State Patrol -- Spooner

715-635-2141

DNR Warden John Hagen 		

715-635-4099

Dahlberg Light & Power -- OUTAGE

800-736-5167

Wisconsin DNR Burning			

1-888-WIS-BURN
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Please support these sponsors of our Lake Association
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Please support these sponsors of our Lake Association
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P.O. Box 188
Minong, Wisconsin 54859

Gilmore Lake Association
The Gilmore Lake Association is committed to protecting our lake and your investments through the
proactive management of Eurasian Watermilfoil and monitoring water quality in our lake. By joining the
Association, your dues help support this work. Fill out the form below and mail it, along with your $25 check
or money order to:
			Gilmore Lake Association
			P.O. Box 188
			Minong WI 54859
PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR 2018 MEMBERSHIP IN THE GILMORE LAKE ASSOCIATION!
Name: 						Lake Address: 			 		
Mailing Address: 							 						
City: 							State: 					Zip:		
Lake Phone: 						Home Phone: 				 		
Cell Phone: 						e-mail address: 				
Amount enclosed: 			

( ) $25 Membership			
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( ) Donation: 		

